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M1: the-force of truth upon his- mind: thus would it not be more Cha- 
*S6 fity, more Truth-like, more tending to Peace, to keep Commus- 
 flion with fach notwithſtanding their diſſent , by believing and re- 
RR: ceiving ſuch fo fcrupling,as really Conſcientious in+ the things they 
P29 - ſcruple, asin the things they do perform. 
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,_ - But if it ſhall be objected that this'allows various praftices in the 
© - Church, and therefore not:to be ſuffered ; for anſwer, let fuch con- 
t - fider whether by profeſling to adhere to the ſpirit of truth, they do 
|= * not take themſelves to be of that univerſal Church, of which. 
| Chriſt Jeſus. our Lord is head ; if they do, then whether that 
- = Churchdo not takein all that fear God and work Righteouſneſs, now 
 . as wellas it did in the Apoſtles time ; if it do, then whether it be. 
ZFY; - to be ſuppoſed, much leſs aſſerted, that all thoſe were of one mind; 
=Y: with reſpec to practice in circumſtantial things ; and if, that be 
T 3 i not to. be alſerted, then whether we can be truly like unto that 
Church, (ſeeing we conceive as the whole is, ſo ought every part to 
be) whilſt there wants Demonitration of it in our practices, with re- 
ſpect to Communion with thoſe that agree with us in eſlential 
- things,becauſe of ſome difterences in cireumſtantial and of our own 
making too, wherein we go from them, and not they from ps; for 
F this we may be fure, if the univerſal Church take in all that fear 
> God and. work Righteouſneſs in every Nation, it ought todo it.in 
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any. fad, becauſe they faid it;but only becauſe we knew what they faid® 
; Was. true, that ſo our hope and'faith might notſtand in Men, but in 
} the power 'of God'; thus in our coming forth there doth appear no - 
+ Jootiteps of any ſuch” Authority, therefore if it- was given at any 
+ time fince, we defire to know when it was done, and in the: mean 


| time offer, Af any ſuch thing be done, we look upon it out of truth, 


KC» 
=O 


1 for. no man cant know aforchand whether that thing ſhall be true or 
+ falfe that reſteth in others,.till it-is brought forth, and no man that 
4 tears; God is obliged to'praQice any thing, but what he believes is - 
- true, and, where no 'man is to praQtice any thing but what 
he believe is_ true, it follows: there muſt a1 choice remain in 
+ - every thing that 'is trought forth to be pradtifed, according 
to that underſtanding which -. the - Lord giveth}, -and where 
# 2: choice remains, no ſuch power: can | be ' pive 
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Mowerh where it liſteth, fer tis every one! Si in” j' this ma Ter | Fi r 
;the Word of the Lord ; for though they know. from whence it 'Egs, 


meth, yet none knows when, nor unto whom it ſhall come, rheres- 


fore the ſubmiſſion'is not to what this Man, for that Aſſemb y' fa i A 
becauſe they ſay tbut becauſe we know that what they ſay is tht _ 
on. which account it's plain, 'bne /may! have as much Authority-oz ts Y 


others that fear God as-an Aſſembly, forthe firſt may be Trath 


and the latter can be no more ; that is to fay, itcannot be more Truth, 

; becauſe many fay it; i for. that is//to allow degrees of compariſon' an 1 

the ſide of Truth, which i is not tobe admitted. Thus we eanno "0 
find that any Aſſembly hath any powereither from Min or God,” to- : 


make circumſtantial things terms of Communion, or ta bring nova 
things into-the Church upon any other foot than Recommendation, | 


ſwaded,ſo that the notion ofChurchAuthorny. to inforce noval thin 
upon ſuch as fear God, hath nothing in it-of weight 'or Service, E | 
we are as much obliged to receive the Truth from one,as from many,” 
.and no more to heed many than one ; when what they offer occurs” 
' not with our underſtanding, for the ſubmiſſion isnot unto Men, but -: 
unto the:Truth, and the Truth is received according to, the under- 
ftanding, and not contrary toit 3 and where according; to Truthour - 
underſtanding is concerned in our Duty and Obedience, there is no 
abſolute or unaccountable authority can reſt in any Aſſembly wks | 
the notion of Church Order and Government; And that our under- ©: 
| fanding is concerned, in our Obedience hath bcen all along nd 4 
for Inſtance, William Pen in his Addreſs to Proteſtants, where the I | 
caſe is ſufficiently ſpoken to: But having come to this _ 9 
perhaps ſome may object that thisis to deſtroy Diſcipline, and over- . 4 
turn Church Government, which we conceive is a great miſtake fo | 
faras Church Government is conſiſtant with Truth and the good of” 
human Society ; for as William Pen tells us in his Addreſs to Prote- 7 
ants, 'that Church Government ſuppoſeth firſt a Church, fo we _ 

that Church implysa Society of people agreeing in certain princts-. 
les and practices, now thoſe ſeem tous to be the Foundation - 
Auk for Government or Diſcipline ; for if any go Pry to ws | 
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